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Get Early Visibility Into 
Digital Evidence
Request access to digital evidence as soon 
as a case is referred. Coordinate with 
investigators or labs to get preliminary access 
to repositories or review portals before formal 
reports are finalized. 

Waiting for final reports can delay charging 
decisions and trial strategy.

Why it matters: 

•	 Helps assess case strength and legal  
sufficiency sooner

•	 Identifies evidentiary gaps or follow‑up 
requests early

•	 Supports timely discovery planning

How we help: 

•	 Enable access to digital evidence:  
Any stakeholder with permissions can 
instantly review evidence from their 
browser on any computer. 

•	 Surface key artifacts and evidentiary  
gaps sooner:  
Prosecutors can guide follow-up requests 
and investigative priorities while cases are 
still active.

•	 Streamline discovery planning: 
By organizing and centralizing digital 
evidence early, teams can reduce last-
minute delays while decisions and trial 
prep move forward.

TIP #1Overview
Modern prosecutions are increasingly built on 
digital evidence, such as body‑worn camera 
footage, mobile phone data, surveillance video, 
forensic reports and electronic records. While 
investigators and forensic labs may collect and 
analyze this data, prosecutors are ultimately 
responsible for understanding it, disclosing it 
and presenting it in court.

This concise guide offers 7 practical tips 
to help prosecutors leverage technology 
efficiently, ethically and defensibly - without 
requiring extensive technical expertise.
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Use Technology to  
Manage Discovery,  
Not Just Produce It
Use secure discovery tools with audit 
trails rather than ad‑hoc file sharing or 
email transfers. Technology can do more 
than generate discovery - it can document 
compliance.

Why it matters: 

•	 Automated logs show what was disclosed, 
when and how

•	 Detailed timelines reduce the risk of 
missed or inconsistent productions

•	 This strengthens defensibility if discovery  
is challenged

How we help: 

•	 Document discovery and disclosure 
activities with automated audit trails: 
Clearly show what was shared, when it was 
disclosed and how it was accessed.

•	 Replace ad-hoc file sharing 
with a structured, trackable 
discovery workflow: 
This provides a clear, verifiable record of 
compliance with disclosure obligations.

TIP #3

Understand What Exists - 
Not Just What’s Flagged
Digital evidence is often filtered or summarized 
before it reaches prosecutors. Make sure you 
understand the full scope of the collection, 
including which devices, accounts, platforms 
and date ranges were examined and how the 
data was filtered.

Why it matters: 

•	 Prosecutors carry disclosure obligations

•	 Exculpatory or impeachment evidence may 
not be flagged

•	 Defense challenges often focus on what 
was not reviewed

How we help: 

•	 Provide full visibility into collected  
digital evidence:  
Which sources were reviewed, and the 
relevant timeframes, are easily viewable in 
real time. 

•	 Support disclosure obligations:  
Easily identify potentially exculpatory or 
impeachment evidence that may not have 
been initially highlighted.

•	 Strengthen defensibility against  
discovery challenges:  
Document what evidence was reviewed, 
what was included or excluded, and how it 
was filtered.

TIP #2
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Collaborate Securely  
and Transparently
Use a secure collaboration platform to 
communicate case updates rather than relying 
on informal channels. A centralized, protected 
workspace allows for more productive 
back-and-forth with investigators and team 
members while maintaining appropriate 
control and visibility over case-related 
communications.

Why it matters: 

•	 Informal communications may become 
discoverable

•	 Version control prevents confusion

•	 Clear access controls protect sensitive 
information

How we help: 

•	 Enable secure, role-based collaboration: 
Prosecutors can share and review digital 
evidence without relying on discoverable 
communications like texts or personal 
email.

•	 Track additions and edits to  
maintain transparency:  
Monitor changes, comments and 
updates to reduce confusion over drafts  
to ensure everyone is working from the 
same materials.

•	 Safeguard sensitive information  
with defined access controls and 
activity logs:  
Ensure accountable collaboration in  
case communications and workflows  
are reviewed.

TIP #5

Leverage Visual Tools  
to Clarify Your Case 
Use a comprehensive analysis platform to 
build your case theory visually. Align witnesses 
and exhibits into a clear, compelling narrative. 
Timelines, maps, and visual correlations make 
complex evidence easier to analyze and helps 
juries quickly understand the story you need  
to tell. 

Why it matters:

•	 Reveals inconsistencies or corroboration  
across evidence

•	 Strengthens charging and plea decisions

•	 Improves jury comprehension of  
digital evidence

How we help: 

•	 Transform complex digital evidence into 
clear timelines, maps and correlations: 
Prosecutors can quickly spot corroboration, 
inconsistencies and gaps across sources.

•	 Support trial strategy decisions: 
They can easily refine case theories visually 
before stepping into court.

•	 Visualize digital evidence for the jury: 
Easily present a coherent, easy-to-follow 
narrative supported by visual elements 
such as timelines, connections,  
and conversations.

TIP #4



CELLEBRITE.COM

BUYER’S GUIDE 
BUILDING STRONGER CASES: A PROSECUTOR’S GUIDE TO DIGITAL EVIDENCE

5

Invest in Continuous 
Learning
You don’t need to be a technology expert, but 
you do need digital fluency. Training helps you 
stay current on common digital evidence types 
(texts, location data, social media and video) 
and how they are generated and interpreted.

Why it matters: 

•	 Improves communication with  
investigators and experts

•	 Strengthens cross‑examination and  
motion practice

•	 Reduces reliance on last‑minute  
explanations at trial.

How we help: 

•	 Build digital fluency through on-demand 
training and education: 
Better understand common evidence types 
and validity at your own pace.

•	 Improve collaboration with 
investigators and expert witnesses: 
Enable more informed questions, clearer 
communication and stronger case strategy.

•	 Strengthen motion practice and  
cross-examination: 
Increase confidence in how digital evidence 
is generated and interpreted.

TIP #7

Prioritize Data Security  
and Privacy
Prosecutors handle some of the most sensitive 
data in the justice system. Follow office policies 
on secure access, remote work and storage. 
Flag gaps when you see them. Utilize secure 
technology platforms for case management 
and analysis.

Why it matters: 

•	 Breaches can compromise cases  
and victims

•	 Courts increasingly scrutinize data  
handling practices

•	 Public trust depends on responsible 
stewardship

How we help: 

•	 Safeguard sensitive digital evidence 
with enterprise-grade security controls:  
Help protect victims, witnesses and 
ongoing investigations from data exposure 
or misuse.

•	 Support defensible data handling: 
Utilize secure access, storage and  
activity monitoring.

TIP #6

Conclusion
Technology is now pivotal to effective and successful prosecution. Prosecutors 
who engage early with digital evidence, use technology strategically and apply 
sound judgment throughout the case lifecycle are better positioned to uphold 
their ethical obligations and present clear, credible cases in court. 
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